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Native Grasses And Wildflowers Specified For Use In

Austin, Texas
An lllustrated Primer For Identification And Habit

For educational purposes only.
Information and photos taken from the following sources:

. City of Austin Standard Specification Manual, Section 609S and 604S.6
Establishing Native Grasslands

. Native American Seed Catalog Phone 1-800-7284043

. Native Texas Plants Landscaping Region by Region by Sally Wasowski

. Flora of North Central Texas by Diggs, Lipscomb, and O’Kennon

. Wildflowers of the Texas Hill Country by Marshall Enquist

. Pasture and Range Plants by Fort Hays State University, Kansas




Upland Full Sun Climax Grasses

Buffalo Grass (Buchloe dactyloides)

Indian Grass (Sorghastrum nutans)

Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium)
Big Bluestem (Andropogon gerardii)

Upland Shade/Dappled Light Climax Grasses

1. Meadow Sedge, Caric Sedges (Carex spp.)
2. Inland Sea Oats (Chasmantheum latifolium)
3. Prairie Wild Rye (Elymus canadensis)

o

Facultative/Moderate-High Moisture Climax Grasses

1.
2.
3.
4.
S.
6.
1.

Switchgrass (Panicum virgatum)

Big Muhly (Muhlenbergia Lindheimeri)

Bushy Bluestem (Andropogon glomeratus)
Eastern Gama Grass (Tripsacum dactyloides)
Indian Grass (Sorghastrum nutans)

Inland Sea Oats (Chasmantheum latifolium)
Big Bluestem (Andropogon gerardii)



Planted as sod
16" X24", 3'-10' O.C.

Short Grass: 5" — 8"

Very drought tolerant,
5-8 inches per year

Spreads by seed and
runners (stolons).
Attractive male flowers
when seeded; ‘prairie’
variety female sod only

If Short Grass cover
is desired customize
seeding around sod
with pioneer shorter
Blue Grama grass

Excellent substitute
for Bermuda Grass

Good for golf course
roughs

Easily invaded by
weeds when planted
alone

Buffalo Grass (Buchloe dactyloides)
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Indian Grass (Sorghastrum nutans)

Planted as 1-5 gallon
containers

Tall Grass: 3' -4’

Drought tolerant but can
thrive in rich, moist soils

Attractive golden plume-
like seed heads

Forms circular commun-
ities as it spreads

Food source for larval
butterflies & seed for
turkeys

Leaves are bluish-green
and broad
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Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium)
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Planted as 1-5 gallon
containers

Medium-Tall Grass:; 2'— 3’

Very drought tolerant

Deep root system: 5’ — 8’

Covers uniformly with
small spaces between
compact slender clumps

Food source for larval
butterflies & nesting
cover for birds

» Blue-green bunchgrass,
turns reddish-bronze
after frost with fluffy,
silver-white seeds in
winter

Little Bluestem Community
After Frost
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Planted as 1-5 gallon
containers

Tall Grass: 3'—6’

Very moisture tolerant,
great for biofiltration ponds

Covers uniformly so dense
as to limit weed invasion

Food source & nesting
cover for ground birds,
larval butterfly food

Extensive roots, great
erosion control on creek
banks and around ponds

Rich golden color in fall and
tan in winter (attractive)

Panicum virgatum [rRca)
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Big Bluestem (Andropogon gerardii)

» Planted as 1-5 gallon
containerized

e Tall Grass: 2' -6’

Drought & Moisture
tolerant

Deep root system: 5’
— 12’

Covers uniform |y Andropogon gerardii [G01]

» Turkey Foot Shaped
Seed Head
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* Planted as 1-5 gallon Meadow Sedge, Caric Sedges (Carex spp.)
containers I a— .

Ldlex URY ISP (g

 Small-Medium
Sedges: 1'-3

» Extremely Shade
Tolerant and Drought
Resistant

» Attractive, “Monkey
Grass” or “Liriope”-
looking plant

Flowers of Caric Sedges



Inland Sea Oats (Chasmantheum latifolium)

» Planted as 1-5 gallon

containers

e Medium Grass 2’-3'’

o Extremely Shade &
Moisture Tolerant

» Attractive ornamental
native plant with wide
leaves and oat-like/chevron £
flowers. Almost evergreen.

Wide Leaves, Chevron Flowers



Prairie Wild Rye (Elymus canadensis)

Pioneer grass in full |
sun, Climax grass in A
shade/dappled areas \
Medium grass: 2’ — 3’ —
Excellent germinator
Cool season grass

Shade tolerant

Moisture tolerant

Understory Grass
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e Planted as 1-5 gallon
containers.

 Medium-Tall grass:
2'— 5

 Pampas Grass —
looking plant, very
clumpy. Nice border
plant to wild riparian
areas.

e A 4 \%i

Individual Plant
A True Bunch Grass

e Leaves turn white in
winter.

» Moisture tolerant, may
work well in detention
or biofiltration ponds.

Muhlenbergia lindheimeri [H11]

Large Community In
Seep Environment

Tall Seed Heads Form

Spikes Above Leafy Clumps




Bushy Bluestem (Andropogon glomeratus)

Planted as 1-5 gallon
containers.

Medium-Tall grass:
2'— 5

Pampas Grass —
looking plant, very
clumpy. Nice border
plant to wild riparian Individual Plant With
areas. Fluffy White Flower Head

Forms dense burnt
orange stands with
fluffy white flowers.

Moisture tolerant, may
work well in detention
or biofiltration ponds.
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Eastern Gama Grass (Tripsacum dactyloides)

Planted as 1-5 gallon
containers.

Medium-Tall grass:
3 -4

Good looking clump
grass; ancestor to corn.

Jointed seed-bearing parts.

Butterfly larval food, turkey
food and cover.

Moisture tolerant, may
work well in detention
or biofiltration ponds.
Grows well along creeks.
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Early Succession / Pioneer Grasses

. Blue Grama (Bouteloua gracilis)

. Green Sprangletop (Leptochloa dubia)
. Prairie Wild Rye (Elymus canadensis)
. Purple Threeawn (Aristida purpurea)

. Sideoats Grama (Bouteloua curtipendula)

. Sand Lovegrass (Eragrostis trichodes)
. Switchgrass (Panicum virgatum)

. Others: Sand Dropseed (Sporobolus cryptandrus),
Wintergrass or Speargrass (Nasella leucotricha)



Blue Grama (Bouteloua gracilis)

Pioneer Grass, seed only
Short Grass: 3" — 6"

Very drought tolerant
(7" annual rainfall)

Excellent germinator

Good in combination with
Buffalo Grass sod for
short grass or manicured
look.

Fine leaves: bluish seed
heads look like tiny
mustaches

Spreads by seed and
rhizome but not
aggressive

Blue Grama &
Hairy Grama
(B. hirsuta)
Look Like Smiling
Mustaches.
Both Good
Early Succession
Grasses
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Green Sprangletop (Leptochloa dubia)

Pioneer grass; seed only
Medium grass: 1'— 3’

« Excellent germinator and
‘nursegrass’, fading away
after 2 — 3 years and re-
placed with other natives.

Spreading Seed Head




Sideoats Grama (Bouteloua curtipendula)

e Seed in all environments.
Plant 1-5 gallon containers
in shade/dappled areas.

e Medium grass: 1'— 2’

« Excellent germinator

e State Grass of Texas

* Full sun to dappled
shade

 Butterfly larval food

e Turkey food

Seeds Dangle From

Side of Flower Rachis
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Purple Threeawn (Aristida purpurea), Sand Lovegrass (Eragrostis tricodes)
Sand Dropseed (Sporobolus cryptandus)

Pioneer grass, seed
only

Short grass: 6" — 1’
Excellent germinator
Grows on poor soils

Full sun

Eragrostis trich

Aristida purpurea var. longiseta [co1]

Helicopter seeds
Sand

Aristida sp. Lovegrass Is

Look For A Short (1-2")
Three Awns Bunchgrass

Threeawn is four times
cost of other seeds
(propose to drop from list).
Sand Dropseed less

expensive may replace Sand Dropseed
Threeawan. Sporobolus cryptandus
(1-4’ tiller reproduction)
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Upland Full Sun Wildflowers
1. Bluebonnet (Lupinus texensis)

2. Clover, Purple Prairie (Petalostemum purpurea)

3. Coreopsis, Plains (Coreopsis tinctoria)
4. Goldenrod (Solidago altissima) e Rt B
5. Greenthread (Thelesperma filifolium)
6. Indian Blanket (Gaillardia pulchella)

7. Lemon Mint (Monarda citriodora)

8. Mexican Hat (Ratibida columnaris)
9. Pink Evening Primrose (Oenethera speciosa)

10. Sunflower, Common (Helianthus annuus)



Legumes
Fix
Nitrogen
In The

Purple Prairie Clover,
Petalostemum purpurea

: Plains Coreopsis, Coreopsis tinctorium Annual
Perennial P P

Grassland Nurse Crop, Butterfly Nectar




Greenthread, Annual

Goldenrod, Solidago spp. Thelosperma filifolium

Perennial

Painted
Bunting
Seeds,

Butterfly
Larval
Food

Indian Blanket, Gaillardia pulchella *
An n U a.I y Deerp rOOf : _ Thelesperma filifolium var. filifolium [se2]



Upland Full Sun Wildflowers

Lemon or Horse Mint, Monarda citriodora Mexican Hat, Grazeproof

Annual, Aromatic, Deerproof v Ratibida columnaris

Common
Sunflower,

Pink Evening Primrose, Oenethera specmsa =t J Heleanthus
Perennial, Great Ground Cover, AlImost evergreen (e ISISTSTe R Annuus Annual



8.

9.

Upland Shade Tolerant Wildflowers
Purple Cone Flower (Echinacea purpurea)
Coreopsis, lanceleaf (Coreopsis lanceolata)
Scarlet Sage (Salvia coccinea)
Phlox, Drummond (Phlox Drummondii)
Black-Eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta)
Cutleaf Daisy (Engelmannia pinnatifida)
Tall Aster (Aster praealtus)
lllinois Bundleflower (Desmanthus illinoiensis)

Standing Cypress (Ilpomopsis rubra)

10. Winecup (Callirhoe involucrata)



Purple Cone Flower

Echinacea purpurea Perennial :
Lanceleaf Coreopsis,

Ratibida columnaris
Derennial

= Scarlet/Cedar Sage, Perennial
e Salvia coccinea, Deerproof




Black/Brown-Eyed Susan Cutleaf Daisy, Perennial
Rudbeckia hirta Annual/Perennial Engelmannia pinnatifida

;‘-— -
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P NS Perennial




lllinois bundleflower, Perennial Standing Cypress,
Desmanthus lllinoiensis I[pomopsis rubra Biennial




8.
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MoistureTolerant Wildflowers
Black-Eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta)
lllinois Bundleflower (Desmanthus illinoiensis)
Scarlet Sage (Salvia coccinea)
Purple Prairie Clover (Petalostemum purpurea)
Clasping Coneflower (Rudbeckia amplexicaulis)
Goldenrod (Solidago altissima)
Lazy Daisy (Aphanostephus sp.)
Lemon Mint (Monarda citriodora)

Common Sunflower (Helianthus annuus)

10. Maximilian Sunflower (Helianthus maximiliani)



Prairie
Clover,
Perennial
Petalostemum
purpurea

Lazy Daisy, Annual
Aphanostephus sp.

Maximilian Sunflower, Heleanthus maximiliani Perennial



Cool Season Cover Crop
Nonpersistent

Triticum
aestivum

Cereal Rye Grain JERsCUECU

Secale cereale Between
Oct. 1 and

Jan. 31




BARLEY (Hdrdeum vulgdre)

Forage and pasture cereals

ANNUAL RYE (Secdle ceredle)

The annual harvest of cereal
grains provides most of the world’s
people with their basic food sta-
ples. In addition, cereal grains,
all members of the grass family,
serve as feed in the form of grain,
pasture, hay and by-products for
domestic livestock and poultry.
The small grains serve both ca-
pacities.

Factors that affect favorably
the world supply of cereals are
improvements in cro producti(m
techniques, in which ?‘u’gher levels
of fertility play an important role.
Small grains serve as excellent
nurse crops in seeding of ]egumes
for supplemental pastures and for
green manure crops in improving
soil tilth. All respond to plant
nutrient applications, especially
nitrogen. Wheat is the second
highest user of commercial nitro-
gen fertilizer when considuring
all farm crops. Both bread wheats
and club wheats respond to ni-
trogen by increased yields and
Fmteiu content. In many areas,
igh levels of fertility on small
grain crops permit fall-to-spring
grazing with increased gains more
than sufficient to cover the cost
of added plant foods. Annually
these cereals are planted in spring
and fall for use as pasture, soiling
crops, silage and hay. They are
high in protein and rich in vitamins
when supplied with adequate
fertility and properly harvested.
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